This paper aims to explore the relationship between boundedness and sentence completion. We found that it is the boundedness of eventualities instead of verb telicity that virtually affects and restricts sentence completion.
Introduction
Boundedness is an important concept in linguistics. For a long time, it has been one of the most heatedly discussed topics in semantics, syntax and cognitive grammar.
Linguists at home and abroad have made sound explorations in this field and yielded a lot of achievements.
Sentence completion is another hot academic topic.
The study on sentence self-sufficiency of Chinese has begun since 1940s. At that time, under the influence of structuralism, it was widely held that the structures of phrase and sentence are almost the same, and phrases can be converted into sentences as long as intonations are added to them. Zhu (1985) pointed out clearly that " sentences are merely independent phrases and phrases can become sentences at any time." However, this idea was challenged later. Ever since 1990s, with development of three-dimensional grammar theory and cognitive functional grammar, scholars realized that many conditions can affect sentence self-sufficiency. Wang Ailu (1990) pointed out that whether a sentence is self-sufficient or not is restricted by grammatical, semantic and pragmatic conditions. Jing Cheng (1996) argued that many factors can influence the completion of sentences, and that tense-aspect factors ones. Guo Yancheng (2003) has explored the issue of sentence completion from the perspective of pragmatics. In his view, context, the indispensible background of a complete sentence, can affect the external forms of sentences in a direct way. Mood is also essential in making a sentence complete which is always represented via intonations, mood particles and interjections. Scholars also discussed the differences between sentences and phrases, sentence completion standards, self-sufficiency degree and sentence-completing categories. Yang Chengkai (1993) held that phrases are structural units while sentences are functional units. A sentence contains more information than a phrase. He Yang (1994) Although scholars have made some discoveries about boundedness and sentence completion respectively, existing research is not systemic enough. This paper, therefore, attempts to make a deeper exploration into the relationship between boundedness and sentence completion.
Boundedness
Langacker (1987, 1990, 1991, 2001 ) put forward the bounding theory first from the perspective of cognitive grammar. The essence is that, when an entity is entirely contained in the scope of a predication, we can use bounding to describe it. He held the view that the distinction between countable nouns and uncountable nouns is actually the distinction between boundedness and unboundedness. Langacker also pointed out that the listed four kinds of boundarizing devices, including measuring device, definiteness device, tense-aspect device and pragmatic comparison device. All these studies contributed a lot to our understanding of the nature of boundedness and its reflection in our languages.
Sentence Completion
Since 1990s As is shown above, in terms of telicity, states and activities are atelic with no inherent temporal endpoints while achievements and accomplishments are telic with inherent temporal endpoints.
Boundedness of Eventuality
However, verb telicity is not equal to boundedness of eventuality. Although the verb is the core of the sentence, verb telicity itself can not totally determine boundedness of a sentence. Besides telicity of verbs, other elements in sentences can also affect (un)boundedness of sentences. It is the interaction of verbs and other elements that determines the (un)boundedness of eventualities.
The Interaction between Verbs and Objects
The quantification of objects is one of the most frequently-used devices to represent boundedness of situations. Quantification of objects can restrict the action within a certain range of time or space, and thus give a boundary to the action. In this way, when a verb combines with a bounded object, the object will help to form a bounded event. Take the phrases eat apples and eat an apple as examples. The activity verb eat is the head word of the two phrases. In the first phrase, the plural noun apples indicates an unquantified notion.
When it combines with the verb, an atelic eventuality is formed. In the second phrase, the use of the article an makes the object noun become quantified and this causes the situation to become telic. Obviously, the quantification of the object noun has affected boundedness of the eventuality.
The object noun that can affect boundedness of eventualities is called incremental theme. Krifka (1992) pointed out that the incremental theme is made up of However, it should be pointed out that quantification of the object would not always affect boundedness of events.
For example: look at a picture and look at pictures are both unbounded. In fact, the aspectual feature of the verb is another significant factor. Only when the predicate verb is a consumption or creation verb (such as eat, build, and draw) can quantification of the object affect boundedness of events.
. The Interaction between "Verb + Noun"

Phrases and Prepositional Phrases or Adverbs
"V + NP" can be treated as a unit and interact with prepositional phrases or adverbs to affect boundedness of a sentence.
Prepositional Phrases
In general, three kinds of prepositional phrases can affect 
The Interaction between Verbal Phrases and
Tense-Aspect
The combination of verb-object phrases and propositional phrases or adverbs can also be taken as a whole and interact with tense and aspect in determining boundedness of sentences.
Tenses and aspects are closely related with the notion of time and therefore can affect actions in the dimension of time. They can either impose a temporal boundary to an action or cancel the original boundary of the action.
The devices of tenses and aspects are often used together.
The past tense and perfective aspect usually indicate that the action has come to its endpoint. Therefore they can shift activities to accomplishments as in He opened the parcel.
In Chinese, the aspect marker le is regarded as related to perfectiveness, boundedness and completion. This is the condition of sentence completion. And the higher the (un)boundedness degree is, the higher the sentence completion degree is. As for bounded sentences, the events indicated by these sentences must be restricted within a certain range in at least one dimension, such as space, time and degree. And sentence-completing elements just have the function of restricting the events within certain ranges in certain dimensions.
Conclusion
In this paper, we found that boundedness and sentence completion are interrelated with each other.
Unboundedness and boundedness of eventualities are the underlying factors that influence and restrict sentence completion while sentence-completing elements are explicit markers of boundedness and unboundedness.
